Table 7-4

Utilization categories for contactors as per VDE 0660 Part 102, EN 60947-4-1

Current Utilization

type category

Typical application

Alternating AC-1
current

Non-inductive or weak inductive load,
resistance furnaces

AC-2 Slip-ring motors: starting, disconnecting

AC-3 Squirrel-cage motors: starting, disconnecting while
running"

AC-4 Squirrel-cage motors: starting, plug braking,
reversing, jogging

AC-5a Switching gas-discharge lights

AC-5b Switching incandescent lights

AC-6a Switching transformers

AC-6b Switching capacitor banks

AC-7a Weakly inductive load in household appliances and
similar applications

AC-7b Motor load for household devices

AC-8a Switching hermetically sealed refrigerant
compressor motors with manual reset of the
overload release?

AC-8b Switching hermetically sealed refrigerant
compressor motors with automatic reset of the
overload release?

Direct DC-1 Non-inductive or weakly inductive load,
current resistance furnaces

DC-3 Shunt motors: starting,
plug braking, reversing, jogging, resistance braking

DC-5 Series motors: starting,
plug braking, reversing, jogging, resistance braking

DC-6 Switching incandescent lights

" Devices for utilization category AC-3 may be used for occasional jogging or plug-braking for a
limited period, such as setting up a machine; the number of actuations in these circumstances shall

not exceed five per minute and ten per ten minutes.

2 In the case of hermetically sealed refrigerant compressor motors, compressor and motor are
sealed in the same housing without an external shaft or with the shaft sealed, and the motor

operates in the refrigerant.
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